Colchester North

Press release:

Mersea Homes and Countryside Properties are inviting the public to comment on their emerging proposals for development in North Growth Area Urban Extension (NGAUE).  
Mersea Homes and Countryside Properties have notified Councillors, officers from the Borough Council and have arranged press coverage to ensure that local newspapers advertise the event.  We are contacting Myland Community Council and LoveMyland directly because we know that their members have a special interest in the emerging proposals. 

Two drop-in consultation events are being held: at the Queen Boudica Primary School from 4:45pm to 8pm on Thursday 8 December, with another drop-in session at the Mile End Recreation Ground Pavilion from 10am to 2pm on Saturday 10 December.   

The events will present the emerging proposals and offer visitors the chance to comment on key aspects of the proposals.  A new website will also be launched, providing more information about the project, presenting the proposals and offering registered users the chance to feedback to the team.  There will be an opportunity for people to comment on this particular consultation until the start of January through the website - www.colchesternorth.co.uk
Mersea Homes and Countryside Properties are preparing a planning application for the NGAUE which is allocated for development by the Borough Council.   Their proposals will include community facilities, new homes, transportation improvements, a new neighbourhood centre, schools and an open space network which will protect existing trees and provide a green network of play and leisure spaces.  

Final proposals will be informed by this consultation and the earlier consultation undertaken by the council, with a planning application likely to be submitted in Spring 2012 so that homes can be occupied by 2016.

ENDS

Notes:

1. The site of the North Growth Area Urban Extension is allocated by Colchester Borough Council for 2,200 homes and supporting facilities.  The site is allocated in the Core Strategy (adopted in December 2008), and the Site Allocations Development Plan Document (adopted in October 2010).

2. Previous consultation events hosted by the Borough Council have included two consultation workshops held in December 2008 and March 2009, public consultation in March 2010 following publication of the draft North Colchester SPD, and community consultation held in July 2011. 
3. The purpose of this consultation is to present progress on preparing the proposals and to draw comments on those ideas.  A planning application has not been submitted.  

4. The event is being publicised with invites to adjoining residents, public notices and press announcements.  Councillors and local interest groups are being informed directly about the event, and press coverage has been arranged. 

5. A planning application will be submitted by Mersea Homes and Countryside Properties following analysis of the results of consultation and any changes made to the proposals.  The application will be supported by information required by law and under Colchester Borough Council’s local requirements. 

6. Further information about Mersea Homes can be found at www.merseahomes.co.uk and about Countryside Properties at www.countryside-properties.com.  A new project website at www.colchesternorth.co.uk will be launched alongside the consultation event.  The public can already use the website to register for updates. 
